
WEB ARCHIVES OF CORE TITLES IN HEALTH AND
MEDICINE AT THE LIBRARY The Gerritsen Collection (the world’s leading

cross-cultural archive in women’s history) delivers key retrospective books and periodicals in health

and medicine, in cover-to cover full image with searchable ASCII text.

Works are searchable by keyword, standard bibliographic elements, and Boolean
operators, with records linked to corresponding page images in downloadable
Adobe® PDF.

Digitized from the masters in the UMI® microform vault, the Gerritsen
Collection—Women’s History Online is the most extensive international 
view of women in the public and private arena, spanning four centuries and 
15 languages. Updated weekly, it will ultimately encompass more than 
2 million pages from over 4,700 titles.

Works date from 1543 through 1945. Titles in health and medicine include:

• M.Angeline Merritt, Dress Reform Practically and Physiologically Considered:
With Plates, Illustrations, Opinions of the Press and the Private Testimony of Various 
Prominent Individuals, 1852 

• Catharine Beecher, Letters to the People on Health and Happiness, 1855, a 
forerunner of Our Bodies, Ourselves, educating women about their bodies 
and ways to maintain their health

• Margaret Welch, Is Newspaper Work Healthful For Woman?, 1894, arguing that 
the determinant factor is the nature of the work, not female physiology 

• Protection of the Health and Motherhood of the Working Women of Illinois,
date unknown 

• Ely Van De Warker, Woman's Unfitness for Higher Coeducation, c. 1903.
A physician and commissioner of schools provides social and physiological 
arguments reminiscent of the late 19th century.

• Lydia Maria Francis Child, The Family Nurse: Or, Companion of the Frugal 
Housewife, 1837.The author’s works on home and family were among the 
most popular of the many domestic advice books of the time.
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