
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Office of Multicultural  Student Affairs  

OMSA Newsletter  

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 

      Summer Scholars Seminar is a four week 

residential program that assists students  in their 

transition from high school to the University of 

Wisconsin-Parkside. While in this program the 

students get the opportunity to take two  Aca-

demic Skills Courses, ACSK 083, which is a 

Reading course that completes a University re-

quirement, and ACSK 120 Critical Thinking 

course for college credit. Along with those two 

courses, students participate in multiple work-

shops to further aid them in their transition to 

college. The workshops include: Financial Aid, 

Learning Styles, Tutoring, Career Choices, The 

Importance of First Year Experience, and Stu-

dent Involvement.  

         With this yearôs Summer Scholars Seminar 

all wrapped up, two of  OMSA Peer Advisors/

Summer Scholars Mentors Jesus Valladolid and 

Linda Vang gave a brief overview of the pro-

gram this summer. Linda tells us how the good 

outcomes of the program were the sense of fa-

miliarity for the new freshmen, the start of new 

friendships, and a new chapter in the lives of the 

students. Linda wished that she could have be-

come part of the Summer Scholars Program be-

fore she began college, because she really en-

joyed the program. She felt that the students she 

had the opportunity to work with prospered be-

cause it took a month to adjust to the campus, so 

they got a good head start.  When I asked Linda 

to describe Summer Scholars Seminar in three 

words she said, ñBEST LEARNING EXPERI-

ENCE!ò Lindaôs greatest learning experience 

was leaping head first into college life by living, 

eating, and breathing college life. 

      Jesus Valladolid also shared his experience 

in the Summer Scholars Program with me. Jesus 

stated that,  ñThe students were able to get fa-

miliar with the campus, meet new people, and 

have the opportunity to start college with some 

credits.ò Jesus told us, ñI loved my experience, 

because I had a great time, and I learned a lot 

from the students. I got a better understanding of 

more university resources.ò He believes each 

and every student in the program prospered from 

the beginning  when the students took a test on 

where they were academically, and then at the 

end of the program, in which they took another 

test to see how much theyôd grown. ñThe results 

show the program really works!ò   Jesus ex-

claimed. When asked what three words he would 

use to describe the program this summer, he 

said, ñSuccessful, friendships, and fun.ò Jesus 

felt it was the greatest learning experience, not 

only for himself but for the students also. ñIt 

was like a family bond, and we all shared com-

mon goals to succeed and graduate from col-

lege.ò Both Linda and Jesus were very enthusi-

astic about the Summer Scholars program. It was 

a joy to see our student leaders step out and 

make a difference in the lives of  other students. 
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MEET OUR STAFF, FIND OUT WHAT THEY CAN DO TO HELP YOU... 

Damian Evans 
Damian is the Director of the Office 

of Multicultural Student Affairs. He 

 has a Bachelors of Arts in Commu-

nication from UW Parkside ó96, and  

Masters of Science in Student Per-

sonnel Administration from the UW 

Concordia ó03.  He enjoys working 

with  youth in every capacity. 

Damian can help you with educa-

tional advice, mentoring, encourage-

ment, and much more.  

 

Adela Lozano 

 Adela is the Coordinator of Retention 

Programs/Advisor of the Office of Mul-

ticultural Student Affairs. She has a 

Bachelors of Arts in English and Sociol-

ogy and a minor in Spanish. Adela also 

has a background in social services as an 

advocate for victims of domestic vio-

lence in the community, as well as for 

the U. S. Navy. Adela can help you  un-

derstand how to file for financial aid, life 

skills, and what grants are available to 

you.  

            April Puryear                     
 April is the University Associ-

ate of Programming of the Of-

fice of Multicultural Student 

Affairs. She has a Bachelors of 

Arts in Sociology.  She enjoys 

volunteering with the Special 

Olympics and health awareness 

walks.   April can help you with 

any questions and concerns you 

may have about the University 

and the Office of Multicultural 

Student Affairs.  
262.595.2674 

april.puryear@uwp.edu  

262.595.2540 

damian.evens@uwp.edu  

262. 595.2643 

Mary.xiong@uwp.edu  

262.595.2073 

Lozano@uwp.edu  

Kick Off Hispanic Heritage Month:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dancing, Music, and Food was the perfect combination at the Hispanic Heritage 

Month Kick Off in Main Place on September 15th. Here we see students partici-

pating in Latin dances, while enjoying the music of the Spanglish Band of Milwau-

kee.  

                   Mary Xiong                                    
Mary is the Coordinator of Retention 

Programs /Advisor for the Office of 

Multicultural Student. She has a  

Bachelors of Arts in  American Stud-

ies from Carleton College. She also 

has a Masters of Business Administra-

tion from UW Parkside ó08. She en-

joys volunteering with children's 

events in the community. Mary can 

help you with advising, university 

policies, calculating your grade point 

average, time management, life skills, 

prioritizing, and much more. 

http://www.uwp.edu/contact/?uid=evansd
http://www.uwp.edu/contact/?uid=puryear
http://www.uwp.edu/contact/?uid=xiong


 The Always Reaching Upward Mentorship program was established in the 

year 2000 by the Office of Multicultural Student Affairs. ARU has been a mentor-

ship program committed to the academic success of high school students as well as 

seniors on their way to college. ARU offers two very valuable resources for mentor-

ship. The Pre-Enrollment Program in which college level students provide monthly 

workshops to mentor high school students on higher education. Peer mentoring is 

also a valuable resource for college students at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside. 

Students involved in ARU gain leadership experience, enjoy helping and encourag-

ing the academic success of one another, as well as keep each other on track during 

college life. 

FUN FRIDAYS  

Come Join ARU Mentors and 

Mentees every 2nd Friday of 

each month in OMSA for fun, 

food, games and more. 

Whatðs New With ARU (Always Reaching Upward) 

Crystal Chalery  
  

Is the Graphic Designer for 

OMSA and Latinos Unidos, 

and she is on the UWP 

Womenôs Soccer team. She is 

a Graphic Design Major and a 

Geography Minor. Her favor-

ite things are playing soccer, 

dancing, and the color blue. 

 

Contact Info: 

Chale001@uwp.edu  

Cassie  Powell  

Is the Newsletter Intern. 

She is an English Major. 

Her favorite things are 

doing community service, 

baking cakes, and Hello 

Kitty. Her favorite colors 

are pink,  orange, yellow, 

and green.                    

Contact info:                    

powel024@uwp.edu 

Cedric Ray  
  

Is a Peer Advisor, a 

Resident Assistant, and the 

Lead Photographer for Ranger 

News. He is a Marketing Ma-

jor and he enjoys sports and 

taking photos. 

 

Contact info: 

ray00007@uwp.edu 

Meet Our New Student Staff Members  

Linda  Vang   

 

Is the President of Parkside 

Asian Organization. She is an 

Accounting Major and an 

Ethnic Studies Minor. Some 

of her favorite things are 

hanging out with her friends, 

the cartoon Kai Lan, and the 

colors black and purple. 

Contact info: 

vang0036@uwp.edu 
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Jesus Valladolid  
Is a Peer Advisor and a 

member of Sigma Lambda 

Beta  Fraternity., Inc. He is 

a Spanish major and an 

English Minor. Some of his 

favorite things are dancing, 

playing the violin, reading, 

and the color purple.  

 

Contact info: 

valla001@uwp.edu  

Gaby  Hernandez  

Is the Communications Coor-

dinator, the President of 

Gamma Alpha Omega Soror-

ity,. Inc, and a member of 

Greeks at Parkside. She is an 

Accounting Major. Her fa-

vorite things are playing soc-

cer, eating pizza, and the col-

ors blue and green. 

Contact info:  

hernao36@uwp.edu 

Become a Mentee!!! Inquire 

about ARU In OMSA 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30571568&id=1309403437
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30407864&id=1134846134


Our Mission Statement 

The Office of Multicultural Student Affairs (OMSA) is committed to the recruitment, reten-

tion, and graduation of underrepresented students.  OMSA pursues this goal through multiple 

cultural programs, academic workshops and mentoring services.  

ñOur mission is to Connect, Empower, and Develop students for Success!  Through academic 

initiatives students, staff, and faculty share an enriching and enlightening connection to one an-

other, the University of Wisconsin-Parkside Community, and our surrounding communi-

ties.  Again, it is the goal of OMSA to provide resources and opportunities that enhance the 

growth and development of underrepresented students.  Additional resources available through 

OMSA include scholarship information, employment opportunities, campus referrals, graduate 

school information, and an informal setting for student networking.ò 
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ñ Be active participants in your own education, seek out knowledge of what you need to do. ò 

~Kim  Sanders  

ñStay ahead of the game, always do your work ahead of time. If you do your work you will be setò  

~Brian Krupo 

ñThings get crazy, but never give up.ò 

~Taylor Glowac 

ñAccept every opportunity given to you, because you never know where that opportunity can take you, 

as well as the experiences that you will learn. ò 

~Shoua Yang  

ñNever be afraid to ask questions. You can never know too much, and youôre never too old to learn.ò 

~Cassie Powell 



Phone: 262.595.2731 

Fax:     262.595.2393 

www.uwp.edu/departments/multicultural.affairs 

Contact Us at:  

Office of Multicultural Student Affairs 

900 Wood Road  

Kenosha, WI 53144 

 

Hey Check Us Out 

Here in OMSA we offer a nice 

selection of cultural must reads 

available to students for check 

out. Stop in and take a look, ex-

pand your mind, read a book. 

Our Up Coming Events:  

10-13-10: Hispanic Heritage Month Speak Outï Student Center Oak Room @ Noon 

10-13-10: Native American Read Inï Main Place   

10-15-10:  ARU Fun Friday in OMSA  @ Noon Wyllie D 182 

10-23-10: Make A Difference Day 

10-27-10: Hunted Tunnelsï Lower tunnels at 6pm-9pm bring 2 canned goods. 

10-28-10: Halloween Party!!! In the Den at 9pm-1am 

11-01-10:  Native American Heritage Month Kick-Off 12-1pm Main Place 

11-10-10:  Native American Heritage Month Speak-Out 12-1pm Oak Room 

UW-PARKSIDE COLLEGE STUDENTS 

UW-Parkside Student Essay Contest 

Topic of Essay: ñThe Importance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom and                                     

                 Congressional Gold Medal?ò 

Please address one of the topics listed below when responding to 

the Essay question: (attitudes towards immigrants/immigration; 

environmental preservation ñgoing greenò; labor market; etc.).  

Judging Criteria: 

1. Entrants must address the topic in a 400-word typewritten es-

say. 

2. Essays should relate the students own personal ideas or experi-

ences to the topic and show an understanding of Dr. Kingôs 

ideals. 

3.  Essays cannot be a biographical sketch of Dr. King. 

4. Essay will be judged on the basis of sentence structure, clarity 

of thought, spelling, content, development of thought and 

grammar.  

 

Prize/Recognitions: 1st place- $100 and plaque 

Information for ALL entries: For judging purposes, please 

put your name, address, and phone number on the back of your 

paper only, not on the front side. 

DEAD LINE: Entries must be submitted prior to Friday No-

vember 19, 2010 


