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My Experience on Asian Awareness

¥icfasa . Cararman

Im the rmonth of April, we
cekbrate Asian Awareness
Month here at L -Padizide
eyen though inl1290, Presi-
dert George HW, Bush pro-
clairned the entire month of
May to be Aszian Pacific Armeri-
can Heritage Month,

The Aszian cornmmunity comes
from a wery exceptional circle,
with all the stereotypes thiown
their way, society thinks that
they know all there iz o the
Asgian cormmndnity,

Ireally have nothad any
personal expetiences with the
Azian comrmunity until T ek oy
sorority sister Thavone, who is
Lactian, A= an African Amneri-
can, I know and have experi-
ened things inmy culure,
However, iy eyes were oorm-
pletely open o a new cultural
expaetience when I was invited
to iy Thavone’s family gather-
ing.

Feeling out ofplace, I was
quidsly taking i by her rother
when she handed rme a plate
andtold me to make myself at
home and eat I zaw all ofthe
traditional Asian food that I
persanally loved, egg rolls, rice
and lo-rmizn,

Evgni‘s for Asian Awdreness Month

Frtasa I*. Cormmar

OMSA and PAD are put-
ting on a lot of fun events
this Month here at Liv-
Parkside that everyone
should come out and sup-
port.

On April 5, 2006, there
will be an &sian Aware-

Another coltural shods camme
when I went into Thavone’s
cowsin’s house to reet sorme
rnore of her farmily, Inside of
the house, ther was a care
rmony gaing on in the living
room. Thavone irforrned me
that they were paving respect
taothe to people who passed
away and thateveryone had to
be zilent I was afraid to go
inside of the house becauze I
didr’t know if I could comne in,
being that I was not Asian,

Thavone gave me the okay
andl sriled and walked into
the kitchen wheare I was once
again educated to a new culture
exparience, [ saw womnen sit-
ting on the floor in a circle cut-
ting and dhopping meat on a
big dhopping board, Thavore
inforrned me that in the Adan
howsehold, the wornen prapare
the rneals and work together as
a group to rmake the food

Ifeltlike I had to help be
cause there was g0 rmuch food
and as a guestin thair howse, it
would anly be respecful, When
we went badk outside one of
Thawone's cousins rmade me
feel more cormfortable by talk-
ing and joking with me, He

ness Month Kick-Off at
Moon it Main place,

April 19, 2006, PACH will
have a Read-In at noon in
Main Place

And lastly, on April 26,
2006 OMSA will have an-

rnade fun of Thavone and I for
being in a Soronty and laterin
the conversaton it was brought
up that he was a Buddhist and
thatin hiz culture he belizuved
that it was the wear 2050, I
didr’t believe hirn at first bt
Thawone tald e that it was
true According to Buddhists
themr iz no God, but they rever-
ence the Buddha and his teach-
ings as though be were ona
Buddha, believe in no Arnan's,
nar is there a Brahman ar su-
prerre being becausze all iz ot
petmanent They believe that to
have faith in a higher poweris
nothing more than illusion,

Owerall, thiz exparience has
taught e a lotabout the Aszian
cormrnunity, Before, I naver
knew anyone personally that
was fsian, so autornatically like
society I grouped thern in all
one category, With Thavone’s
farily warmn weloome, I was
introduced to a aulure that
will always stand up for if
sormeone misinterprets their
pla® here in society,

other Speak Out, *\What is
Yellow?: The Social & Po-
litical Definition of Asian
Americans” at noon in Un-
ion Sguare.,



Daisy's are the flowers in the
month of Apil.

The diamond is the hirth-
stone in April.

I've spent the last couple

months interviewing with
schools for Graduede
Assistuntships and shressing
on whether or net | weould get

Fun Facts about April

Vigheria F. Caleman

“April showers bring May flow-
ers” iz a phrase that everyons
zays in the month of April.
Spring is here, the weather is
changing and people are read-
justing to the tirme dhange.

April iz sudh a peaceful and fun
rmonth, especially for litde kids.
One day in particular kids loaok
forward to happens the first of
the rmonth, April Foolz Day, Mo
one knows how the prank began,
but zorne histarians believe it
started in France, They had a
Mew vear's festval that was
celebrated from Mardh 25 o
April 1, and they would then
exdhange gifts, But, later, King
Jarnes I changed the holiday to
Jaruary 1 far Hew Years, The
people that =4ll celebrated it
April 1 were called 'April fish' and
sent mods prasents,

Another day that kids look
forward to is Easter. Waking up
to a basket full of tovs and
candy, decorating and hunting
foreggs, and seeing the Easter
bunny are just the highlights,

Butaz we getolder we know
the real reason why we cale-
brate Easter, Eazter calebrates
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
thus making it the most impar-
tant Christian fe stival of the
vear, On the third day, Christ
tornb was ermnpty, he aroze, and
people talked with hirm, Chris-
tians belizve his resurreckion
rmeans that they too will sorme
day receive a new life after

death.

Sorne rnore fun facks that
happen in the month of April
are Arbar Day and Palm Sun-
day, Arbor Day began in Ne-
braska and is set aside for
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planting trees and is rostly
celebrated by sdhool dildren.
Most states celebrate the holi-
day as does rmost provinces in
Canada, Southern States and
Hawaii czlebrate it sormewhers
between Decernber and March,
while rmost Morhern states
celebrate it in April or May,

Lastly, Palmn Sunday is the
beginning of Holy Yweek on the
Christian calendar, and is the
Sunday before Easter, People
spread palmz and clothing in
front of Jesuz az he entared
Jerusalern, several days before
his crucifixion.

April iz wery humble month
and should be set a side for
farnilies to corne together and
reflect on how blessed they are
and to celebrate all these fun
facks thataccur in the rmonth of
April,

UWP students preparing for May Graduation

Vigkeria F. Caleman

Az a senior graduating
this May, I personally know
how it feels to finally know
that in just a couple of
rmonths, T will be walking
across the stage and re-
ceiving a bachelors degree,
The intense moment of
khoweing that once that
degree is in my hand, the
“real world” is out their
waiting for me.

For myself, I am still de-
ciding what direction I want
to go career wise, Having
my intern for OMSA has
opened my eves to new
skills that I developed,
from creating the look of
the newslether to interisw-
ing students and faculty,
I'm hoping that by May
14th, that T will know what
direction I will be heading.

I know that I am notthe
only graduating senior feel-
ing this mud intensity, I
wanted to ask WP seniors

whio on the flip side has
decided what they are do-
ing after graduation. Thers
wiere three students who
autornatically came to mind
whien I thought of doing
this article, here are com-
ments from the three,

“On August 1, 2006 T will
be moving to YWashington
D.C. to attend the George
Washington University
School of Public Heatth and
Health Services, T will be
pursuing my master’s of
Public Heatth degree in
Cormrmunity Oriented Pri-
mary Care with a certificate
in Public Policy, and Mater-
nal and Child Healtt, My
dreams are to one day be
ahle to establish non-profit
clinics and help to develop
programs that will offer
guality heatth and preven-
tative care to undemrivi-
leged and under repre-
sented populations,

Mina Brown

*1 am finishing up all my
classes and preparing for
family and friends to watch
me graduate on May

14th, I've spent the last
couple months interviewing
with schools for Graduate
Assistantships and stress-
ing on whether or not 1
wiolld get one, I received
an offer and accepted at
Southem Ilinois University
Carbondale and will receive
my Masters in Higher Edu-
cation Adrministration, Col-
lege Studert Personnel
prograr,

-Katrina Edwards

“&z of right nowe, T am
wrapping up classes mak-
ing sure that I am passing
everything. In September I
will be moving to Texas
and will be attending grad
schiool i Morth Texas to
get me Masters in Joumal-
ism.”

-T.3
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OMSA Peer Advisor Getting Involved

Cilivia Lex ova

Olivia: Wwhere did you hear
about the Multi-Cultural Pro-
fessional Day event that you
Just attended?

Kong: I was actually ap-
proached by Mary ®iong, here
in OMs4. She informed me
about the event and advised
me to attend. There were a
large amount of students who
attend this event, but I never
attended. I decided that this
would be the year that I
wauld get the full experience
of Multicultural Professional
Dray.

olivia: what is the purpose
af the event?

Kong: I feel that the event
was to teach us how to be
professionals in the real
warld, They taught us every-
thing from; how to eat with
proper tahle manners, to ore-
ating resumes, interviews,
and howto prepare myself far
the real world and also prep
for grad-school test,

Olivia: Prior to this event,
have you attended any other
beneficial worsshops or
events?

Kong:ves I have, I attended

the Hrmong Mational Develop-
rment (HHMD) Conference with
the Parkside Asian Qrganiza-
tion in Minneapolis, MM, HND
was a conference that is held
every vear basically for
Hriong students, It is a great
conference because they talk
about issues dealing with
Hrnong comrnunities such as
the Hrmmong people struggling
to survive in the Jungles of
Laos, It is very educational
and heart-breaking as well.
But it is good to inform our-
selves that issues like these
do exist.

another event I attended was
the “free clinic.” This was
also a good event because a
Church in Milwaukee had of-
fered free medical screen-
ings, dental screenings, vision
screenings, hair outs, hot
rmeals, groceries, spirital
counseling and entertainment
in a Kenosha school district,

I attended this event with
some PAD (Parlside Asian
Qrganization) and BSU (Black
Student Union) members, It
Wwas nice seeing so many vol-
unteers helping out. This is
what I am talking about,
helping out, volunteerng and

The Benefits of Internships: meriew

Cilivia Loz ova

olivia: when vaou first carme
to Uw Parkside, did vou know
that youwanted to pursue
vour Masters after Bachelors?

JR: Mo, when I first came to
Parkside I wanted to be a
Cormputer Engineer. But then
I started to contemnplate
about what I cared about and
incorporated that into what I
wanted to study,

Olivia: ‘What made you de-
cide to come bads to pursue
your Masters?

JR: I wanted to do this be-
cause I needed to fulfill the
things that I cared about, If1
were a lawyer than I could
help people. I could offer
leqal advice and so forth.
Being a lawyer carries this

stature where people actually
want to listen to vou and with
that type of power and influ-
ence vou could actually help
peaple,

Olivia: Ok, Did you have any
internships here at Uw Parlk-
side?

JR: I interned at one of the
biggest persanal injury law
firms in Wisconsin, They
have done half of the per-
sonal imjury frials in Wiscon-
sin, Iintemed at the
Kenosha branch. I gotthe
internship by simply proving
myself to my professors,
When the time came for me
to start an internship, they
pieced me with a former
alurnni who was one of their

meeting new people to grow
and to networs, So both of
these events were great!!!

alivia: well Kong I thank vou

for this interview and valu-
able information in which wou
have enlightened me with, is

there any |ast advise that you

wauld like ta leave with?

Kong: Everyone on carmpus
should attend these events

when they first come to Park- |

side. The Multicultural Pro-
fessional Day’s event was not
available for freshrmen, yet
they are encouraged to vaol-
unteer, These workshops
truly gave me waluable infor-
mation and I would encour-
age every student to attend
as many events that they
possibly can, My last advice
for new freshmen’s; first
thing is to join a club, get
involve on campus and vol-
unteer as much as possible,
Meed help for volunteer
opportunities, go to the
Career Center and ask for
Casey,

Olivia: Thank you again.

Kong: vou welocome, any-
time.

with Mearin Recha Jr.

formner students,

Olivia: Wwhat advice would you give
a student that would like an intern-

ship.

JR: It is a great way to get your feet
wet in the real world before comn-
pletely stepping out, It is one of the
only wavs that you can give evidence
to a future emplover that you hawve
already acquired specific work gx-
penence throuagh vour internship, An

internship can help determine

whether vou truly want to go down

that particular path.

Olivia: well thank vou faor yaur infar-
rnation and for sharing your experi-

ences,
JR: Anytime!

e L=
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“This is whet | am

talking about, helping
out, valunte ering and
meeting new people to

grow and to network.”

Peer Advisor Kony Lee



TRYING TO MAKE A
DIFFEREMCE!

Ottice of Multicultural Student Affairs

LiW/-Parkside, Wllie D152 OMSA Mission Statement:
200 Yood Road, BOK 2000
Phone: (262) 5%5-27 31 The Office of Multicultural Student Affairs promotes a

diverse inclusive campus enviromnent and serves asa
. ___________________________________________________]
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resource to the campus cornumnity as well as the sur-
Http fhanarar aparp eduDep arbre nts!
Dubioubural sffams rounding comrnunity, while offering academic and cul-

tural progiams. Itis our goal to enhance the college ex-
perience, so all students achieve academically and com-

pete in a global society.

Congratulations from OMSA

Congratulations Class of 2006111 As yvou begin your journey through

vour professional experience, OMSA encourages vou to continue to con-

\\ nect yourself and others to opportunities to enhance vour quality of life;

to constantly develop vourself as a professional and member of society

by pulling someone else forward, remembering if it were not for the pic-
neers before vou , this opportunity could have just been a dream. Em-
power vourself and those around you to take on the challenges and
contribute to their respective communities, Develop vourself as a pro-
fessional and a member of the general public. Remember vou are suc-
cessful in completing vour goal of an undergraduate degree and under-
stand that your education is the fruit of vou labor and no one can take
that away from vou. In addition, OMSA offer sincers THANKS for your
countless contributions to the culture and climate of the University of
Wisconsin Parkside’s campus community while pursuing your degree,
Again, OMSA congratulates vou on vour accomplishments and looks for-
wiard o working with vou in the future as a UW-PARKSIDE Alum.

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic.

Sincerely,
Damian Evans



