


Emergency Notification and Fire Report
The University of Wisconsin-Parkside shall participate in emergency tests and evacuation drills at least once per year to assess and evaluate emergency procedures and capabilities.  The evacuation drills, table top exercises, and emergency preparedness training are done in partnership with University Police and Public Safety, Risk Management and others as needed. Risk management will document each test, including the date, time, and whether it was announced or unannounced.

Mass Notification System
The Mass Notification System used at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside broadcasts immediate text, and voice-mail messages to those who have chosen to participate in the program.  Other communication methods include E-mails sent to all campus addresses, computer pop-ups, web page banners and building announcements.  

The University of Wisconsin-Parkside will, without delay, immediately notify the campus community upon the confirmation of a significant emergency or dangerous situation involving an immediate threat to the health or safety of students, faculty, or staff occurring on the campus.  Taking into account the safety of the community, the University will determine the content of the notification and initiate the notification system, unless issuing a notification will, in the professional judgment of responsible authorities, compromise efforts to assist a victim or to contain, respond to, or otherwise mitigate the emergency.
After the initial notification, follow-up information may be disseminated to the community via the messaging systems or by e-mail as needed.

Policy Statement for Mass Notification
Mass Notification System for Emergency Alerts
Reason for Policy — This policy establishes the guidelines by which the emergency alert system will be used for distribution of emergency alerts to students, faculty, and staff that would be affected directly by a critical incident which poses an imminent threat to their health or safety given their presence on University of Wisconsin-Parkside grounds and/or its surrounding areas.  The alert system may also be used to relay information on cancellation of classes due to inclement weather.
Policy Statement—The University of Wisconsin-Parkside maintains a subscription to a third party voice and text messaging service (Rave-Ranger Alert) that enables University of Wisconsin-Parkside administrators to create voice and text messages for emergency alerts to members of the University of Wisconsin-Parkside community that have subscribed a mobile phone or other wireless device.  The emergency messaging service with which University of Wisconsin-Parkside has contracted requires users to opt-in to the service by subscribing their cell phone or wireless device number.  Users may unsubscribe at any time.

E-mail and text message emergency alerts are one element of University of Wisconsin-Parkside’s comprehensive emergency response protocol that provides for rapid notification to students, faculty, and staff regarding situations or events that are occurring on campus or surrounding areas.  In addition, mass e-mails, computer pop-up messages, message banners on the university home page and building announcements can also be used to relay emergency information.
.
Definition of Terms in Statement:
Emergency Alerts —Notifications regarding critical incidents that pose an imminent threat to the health or safety of University of Wisconsin-Parkside’s community.  Examples of such emergency incidents include, but are not limited to severe weather, hazardous materials incidents, and acts of criminal violence that broadly threaten the safety of University of Wisconsin-Parkside community.  The system will also be used to notify members of the campus community of class cancellations due to severe weather or buildings shutdown due to mechanical failure.
Voice and Text and e-mail Messages—Brief, direct notifications received on a mobile phone or similar text-communication handheld device, and emails sent to the UWP account and other non-UP email accounts.

Creation and Distribution of Emergency Messages
Prepared messages for various alert notices have been prepared and approved by the committee tasked with developing the emergency communication system.  Designees from following University of Wisconsin-Parkside offices have the authority to approve dissemination of emergency messages.
1. Chancellor
2. Vice Chancellor of Administrative and Fiscal Affairs.
3. University Police and Public Safety

Approved emergency messages will be sent out by police department personnel that have received training on operation of the various messaging systems.
.
Follow-Up after an emergency message has been sent:
Notifications —After sending an emergency alert message, a police department designee shall notify the Chancellor’s and Vice Chancellor’s offices that a message has been sent and shall describe the rationale for activating the alert system.  The purpose of this communication is to ensure that all offices are sharing consistent information.  If necessary, the Crisis Response Team will convene and coordinate any additional response with the appropriate institutional departments, in accordance with University of Wisconsin-Parkside’s Crisis Response Plan, to communicate additional information to the University of Wisconsin-Parkside community and surrounding community related to the critical incident using other communication modes (e.g, e-mail, web posting, phone calls, etc).
20
Archiving Ranger Alert Messages—The text and text to voice messaging system archives “sent” messages.  As a back-up, the police department will record the date, time, purpose, and content of all messages that was sent.  This information will be kept with department records.
A copy of emails messages will reside in the police department email account.

Renewal and Maintenance
At the beginning of each school year, sign-up for Ranger Alert will be marketed aggressively to all incoming students and new faculty and staff.  A sustained marketing effort of this communication tool will be made for all students, faculty, and staff throughout the year using existing web technology (portal) and traditional media (emails, postings).  The
Ranger Alert Notification System and other emergency notification system will be tested twice per year to evaluate overall system capability and effectiveness.

HIGHER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY ACT
CAMPUS FIRE SAFETY ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORT
Overview
The Higher Education Opportunity Act (Public Law 110-315) became law in
August 2008.  It requires all United States academic institutions to produce an annual fire safety report outlining fire safety practices, standards, and all fire-related on-campus statistics.  The following public disclosure report details all information required by this law as it relates to the University of Wisconsin-Parkside.

General Statement of University of Wisconsin-Parkside Student Resident Housing
At the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, all residence halls (Pike River Suites, Ranger Hall and University Apartments) are covered by fire and smoke alarm monitoring systems which are monitored 24 hours/day, seven days/week by the university police department.

	Residence Hall
	Fire Detection System Type
	Fire Suppression System
	Fire Extinguishers Present
	Monitoring System
	Fire Drills Each Year

	Pike River Suites
	Fixed-fully monitored
	Full System
	Yes
	Yes-detectors and pull stations
	2

	Ranger Hall
	Fixed-fully monitored
	None
	Yes
	Yes-detectors and pull stations
	2

	University Apartments
	Portable
	None
	Yes
	Yes-pull stations
	2



Fire Safety Improvements and Upgrades
The University of Wisconsin-Parkside Residence Life annually reviews the fire systems in our residence halls and will arrange for upgrades, repairs or revisions when problems are identified.

Residence Hall Fire Drills
Fire drills are held once a semester for each residence hall.  Fire drills are mandatory supervised evacuations of a building for a fire.  The fire drill is scheduled by Residence Life with the individual residence hall staff.  The supervised fire drill is scheduled within the first 3 weeks of the beginning of the semester.  Students who fail to leave the building during a fire drill will be referred to the Residence Life disciplinary system.


Fire Life Safety Education
Residence Life policy on fire safety is to prohibit usage of electrical cooking appliances, candles, and specific electrical equipment in individual rooms.  Candles or open flame are prohibited in residence halls.  

Residence Life policy on evacuation from residence halls will be posted on the web and is discussed with residents when they move into the residence hall, as follows:

In case of a fire, please sound the nearest fire alarm and evacuate the building.

Evacuation procedures are as follows:
· Know the emergency routes from your room and hall.
· Check to see if your door is hot or has smoke around it.  If so, stay in your room and wait to be evacuated by firefighters.
· Shut your door tightly when you leave.
· Exit your building and follow the directions of staff members.
· DO NOT remain in courtyards or in close proximity to the buildings.
· Remain in designated locations until cleared for re-entry by either the hall director, or a member of the residence life staff acting in behalf of the hall director or by public safety.
· If you can use a fire extinguisher in your hall without endangering yourself, please do so.  However, our first concern is your safety.  Do not attempt to extinguish a fire if your personal safety becomes threatened.

Fire/Life Safety Inspections
 Residence Life staff training on fire life safety is held annually by the Risk Manager.  

Students should be aware of common fire safety violations that may pose a risk to life safety 
Some common violations are as follows:
· Extension cords and multi-tap electric units without a breaker
· Items stored closer than 18 inches from a sprinkler head
· Blocking of electrical panels
· Blocking of egress (exit) pathways
· Evidence of burning of candles, incense, or tobacco products
· Evidence of cooking or cooking appliances in unapproved locations even if unused
· Evidence of a heavy load of combustibles in a room, on the walls, or ceiling
· Covering a door with paper or other combustible material
· Use of electrical wiring, devices, appliances which are modified or damaged
· Use of portable heater
· Tampering with smoke detectors
· Use of halogen lamp/lighting
· Unsafe lofting or raising of beds — including rooms with no guardrails
· Strings of lights, twinkle lights, holiday lights



Smoking Policy
The University of Wisconsin-Parkside prohibits smoking in any of the residence halls and a minimum of twenty five feet from any residence hall entrance.

Reporting a Fire
Students reporting a fire should contact University Police at 2911.  If the fire event is no longer a danger they should contact the Resident Advisor or Hall Director to report the incident to University Police.

Statistics and Reports of on-campus student housing fire(s)
Yearly Fire Related Damage Report

2010 Fire Statistics — No reportable incidents

	Residence Hall
	Total Fires
	Date/Time of Incident
	Cause of Fire
	Number of Injures Requiring Medical Treatment
	Number of Fire Related Deaths
	Property Value Damage Caused by Fire

	Pike River Suites
	0
	NA
	NA
	0
	0
	0

	Ranger Hall
	0
	NA
	NA
	0
	0
	0

	University Apartments
	0
	NA
	NA
	0
	0
	0



Definitions
Fire — Any instance of open flame or other burning in a place not intended to contain the burning or in an uncontrolled manner.
Fire drill—A supervised practice of a mandatory evacuation of a building for a fire.
Fire-related injury—Any instance in which a person is injured as a result of a fire including an injury sustained from a natural or accidental cause while involved in fire control, attempting rescue, or escaping from the dangers of the fire.  The term person may include students, faculty, staff , visitors, firefighters, or any other individuals.
Fire-related death—Any instance in which a person is killed as a result of a fire, including death resulting from a natural or accidental cause while involved in fire control, attempting rescue, or escaping from the dangers of a fire, or deaths that occur within 1 year of injuries sustained as a result of the fire.
Fire safety system — Any mechanism or system related to the detection of a fire, the warning resulting from a fire, or the control of a fire including:
· Sprinkler or other fire extinguishing systems
· Fire detection devices
· Stand alone smoke alarms
· devices that alert one to the presence of a fire, such as horns, bells, or strobe lights
· smoke-control and reduction mechanisms, and
· Fire doors and walls that reduce the spread of a fire.
Value of Property Damage—The estimated value of the loss of the structure and contents, in terms of the cost of replacement in like kind and quantity, including:
· contents damaged by fire
· related damages caused by smoke, water, and overhaul
· It does not include indirect loss, such as business interruption
Fire Log
An incident log is kept at Residence Life that includes fire events.  Incidents will be tracked with software that will record the following:
· Nature of event
· Date
· Time of event
· Location
· Nature of damage that occurred.

The log will be posted to the University Police and Public safety web site on a regular basis for public access.
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