
SATIRED OUT? 
POLITICAL HUMOR IN 2020

DISCUSSION SERIES
WEEK  – OCTOBER 14, 2020



INTRODUCTION BY:
Dr. Christopher Hudspeth

PRESENTATION BY:
Dr. Ed Schmitt



UPCOMING EVENTS

Register for Events at: www.uwp.edu/eeevents

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
DO CAMPAIGNS IMPACT VOTING BEHAVIOR?
Noon| Virtual Live Streaming  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

THIRD (well second) PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE
8 PM | Virtual through Discord 
Join us along with sponsors AASCU & ADP for a virtual debate watch party.

http://www.uwp.edu/eeevents


Satired out?
Political Humor in 2020 





“The Great American Joke”
Louis D. Rubin



Comedy as Mediation
Between the People & the Political 

Leaders/System



Satire
Asymmetric Warfare?



Mark Twain



“It could probably be shown by facts 
and figures that there is no distinctly 
native criminal class except Congress.”

“Irreverence is the champion of  liberty 
and its only sure defense.”

“There are two things that are important in politics. 
The first is money, and I can’t remember the second.”



Thomas Nast





Ambrose Bierce



ARENA, n. In politics, an imaginary rat-pit in which 
the statesman wrestles with his record.

POLITICS, n. A strife of  interests 
masquerading as a contest of  principles. The 
conduct of  public affairs for private advantage.

DIPLOMACY, n. The patriotic art of  lying for 
one’s country.

AMNESTY, n. The state’s magnanimity to those 
offenders whom it would be too expensive to 
punish.



Will Rogers













Comedy Troupes



HUMOR IN POSTWAR 
SOCIETY



MOCK CANDIDACIES





Politics & Postwar Culture
Pols Need Jokes!











The Al Smith Dinner









Satire in the Age of  Cynicism





Satire in the Underground Press











ANNUAL WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENTS’ 

ASSOCIATION DINNER



AKA “NERD PROM”









Humor, Politics and Mediation  
in the Digital Era
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